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Put Your YIELD DATA to Work!
A farmer knows more about his field 
than anyone. For almost every acre 
he could say why it yields the way 
it does. But sometimes yield maps 
may show patterns that the farmer is 
unaware of. Yield maps show us the 
bird’s-eye view and tells us the exact 
yield of every acre. Yield maps are 
geo-referenced, allowing us to walk 
right to a specific point to further 
investigate an unknown issue. We 
can then determine if the issue is 

correctable and if not, we account for it so we are able to 
continue to help increase yield, product efficiency and 
ultimately return on investment. There are many uses and 
benefits of yield data, three of which are shown in Figure 1.

If you’re mapping yield data in your combine already, great! 
If not, start recording yield data this year. Your combine 
may already be equipped with yield mapping capabilities 
and it may be as easy as inserting a memory stick into the 
combine monitor or putting a GPS globe on top of the cab. 
Plus, the more years of yield data you have the better the 
variable rate Rx’s and analysis of variables will be. Not to 
mention, your children and/or grandchildren will thank 
you for starting to map your yield data sooner rather than 
later. I can only imagine what future technology will be 
able to do with historical yield data. 

Wesley Hedges
Precision Ag Manager

History repeats itself, so keeping detailed 
yield records of the past can benefit your 
operation today and in the future. In 
regard to tracking yield by field, there 
is not a more detailed record than geo-
referenced yield data.

Figure 1: Three of the many benefits of yield data

VARIABLE RATE

Yield data is perhaps the best data layer 
to create yield potential zones simply 
because it tells you the actual yield. 
This data can then be turned into yield 
potential zones, which are ideal for 
creating variable rate seed, fertilizer, and 
even hybrid Rx’s!

Rx

Which hybrid yielded the best? Which 
hybrid yielded the least? I wonder what 
that river bottom yielded this year after all 
the rain we had this season? All of these 
questions and more can be answered 
from the analysis of yield data.

ANALYSIS

RECORDKEEPING


